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Army for cooperation with the French, a sinister light is
thrown on the obliquity of the British secret preparations
and the denials of their existence, by a statement which
Lord Haldane himself made to the German Ambassador in
London. It was occasioned by a French deputy who had
inconsiderately interpellated M. Clemenceau as to the
existence of an Anglo-French military convention. M.
Clemenceau had replied evasively, seeming to admit a naval,
but not a military, convention. This had naturally roused
•German fears and suspicions, especially in view of Sir John
Fisher's sweeping reorganization of the British Navy, his
beginning of the building of dreadnoughts,196 and the
threatening speech of one of the civil Lords of the
Admiralty,. Mr. Arthur Lee, that the British Fleet would
know how to strike the first blow before the other party had
read the news in the papers. When questioned by Count
Metternich in regard to Clemenceau's declaration, Lord
Haldane made a sweeping denial which it is difficult to
reconcile with the facts. Taken in conjunction with the
secret Anglo-French "conversations" and preparations which
.had been going on for more than a year, it made an impres-
sion in Berlin which may be seen from the Kaiser's marginal
.notes. According to Count Metternich's report:
Mr. Haldane replied most definitely that a military con-
vention between France and England did not exist, and had
not existed; and also that no preparations had been made
for the conclusion of one. Whether non-committal con-
versations between English and French military persons had
taken place or not, he did not know [Kaiser: "Impudence!
He, the Minister of a Parliamentary country, not supposed
to know that! He lies!"]. At any rate, no English officer
has been authorized by the English Government [Kaiser:
"Indeed! He did it himself!"] to prepare military arrange-
ments with a French military person for the eventuality of
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